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1 Cor. i. 26. 


For ye ſee your Calling, Brethren, bow 
that not many Wiſe afier the Fleſh, 


not many Mighty, not many Noble 
* gre called. 


T was one of the earlieſt, and is like to be 
one of the moſt laſting Prejudices againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion, that few of thoſe who have 
been under eminent Diftinions in the World, 

have ſincerely gone into its Precepts and Diſcipline : 
many have indeed gone into its Intereſts, when they 
found their own in them, who have been muc 
above the common Level; but theſe have lived 
little like their Profeſſion, that they have become a 
Reproach to it : and what they ſeemed to build up 
with one Hand, was more than defaced with the 
other: while the World, by comparing their Zeal 
with their Morals, have been led to colleQ, that t 
themſelves did not believe that Religion, about whoſe 
Concerns they ſeemed to be ſo warm and aQive. - 
But whea it has been obſerved, that thoſe few upon 
whoſe Tempers and Aftions this Religion ſeemed 
to have a more real and a more powerful Influence, 
have been for the greater part Men of a lower fizc 
of Mind and Fortune, many have from thence 
A 3 framed 


rn 


A Lem-Sermon preach'd 


- Py; TW IG 


framed to themſelves the moſt miſchievous Idea poſh- 
ble of our moſt holy Faith, that its Votaries were 
either apt todeceive or be deceived ; in plain Engliſh, 
either Knaves or Fools.” This the Jews began and 
charged our Saviour with it, that none of the 


Joh: 7. 4845 Doors, the .Ruleys, or the Phariſees bad believed "wp 


* 


him; and' thar the Rabble who followed him, , were 
People who knem' wot the Law, and were accarſed."* The 
Philoſophers when they heard St. Paul. preach, rec- 


A®s 17.18,32--koned him a ''Babley, and his DoArine tooliſh : ang 


as low as their Fortunes, and poor and weak-People 


whereas they thought that none were'capable bf true 
Philoſophy, that is (in the ſenſe of thoſe Ages) of 
true Notions concerning God and Morality, but Men 
- happily born and duly Paneany they were' amaſgd, 
when they ſaw Multxudes of all Ages and CoWi- 
tions, and of both Sexes, imbrace'this DoArine, Yd- 
here ſo firmly to it, and dieſo refolurely for it; ; that 
whereas .a generous Contempt of 'Life, 'and's Firm- 
nels againſt che Terrors of Death; had been efteemed 
the greateſt Indication of the Courage of the 'Ro- 
24ns, or the Philoſophy of the Greeks, the Chriſtians 
came to be marked with this CharaQter, not only 
by -che-profane Lacian, but by a much"better' Man, 
Martw Aurelixs, as-'too regardleſs and prodigal of 
Life :: yet ſtill che World ſtuck to that as'to a juft 
Prejudice, / that thoſe who embraced this Doarine 
were mean and illiterate Men, who having little to 
loſe in'this World, ' were the more eaſily prevailed 
on i9, deſpiſe; it, 'and to hearken after the- hopes of 


another ; [and [to embrace 4 DoQrine' that offered - - 


its Proſelytes many Privileges: beyond” the "reſt 6f 
Mankind. And ſince mean. Mens Minds are often 
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&|- are;more-'apt to be impoſed on, and; leſs capable of 
makiag feri& Enquiries into the truth of Things; 
all. this ſeems to (give a fair and- reaſonable Pre» 
ſumption againſt a Religion, | whoſe firſt Con- - 
verts. were neither the Learned Rebbins, nor the | 
Subtile Philoſophers, neither 'Men of - Authority nor 


Birth, - | | 
| hat like the-fame Obſervation» is Rill made; 
if not of the Nominal Chriſtians of .our days, for 
now all are ſuch, yer of thoſe, of whom one has the 
juſteſt reaſon to conclude, that they are in. earnetb 
with (their Religion, char. they. are ntither: of: the 
higheſt ſize. for Pasts, . Quality. or Power; but are 
more.commonly Perſons of a moderate Proportion, as 
to all theſe things. This ſeemsto afford-a very proper 
$7.5 for. a. Diſcourſe of this.-kind, to conlider and 
4 diſcus, the -Trorh and the, Conſequences that may 
| ariſe out..of.. xtns Prejudice, and that both with re- 
lation to the Beginoing of Chriſtianity, and ro the 
Revlens State. ig which we. fiad it to be.among our 
elves, . 


RO  —_ CI 


. I, need-.got 'amuſe you. long: with-explaining- the 
words of my Text, ' By.Caling, is meant their Voca- 
tion 5to the Chriſtian Religion, not in that general 
ſenſe, .in which it is ſaid that many are called :. which Mar, 20. 16:- 
imports,. only that. the Goſpel was to be preached to 
; 27477, but ig a,more. re{tricted ſenſe, 16 which m-is 
uſed promiſcuouſly with Eledion, ſo we are required 
| to make our Calling and Ekeftion ſure : that is, Our 2 Pet. 1. 460. 
-|* - being gathered together by. rhe. Call. of the Goſpel - 
' into a Bady diſtin and ſeparated from the World: 
By this then is to be underſtood. that. Yocation, by 
198 1 whichi 


ade... M6 


es they a oatied on by the Goſpel, 


y” they ken to-it; and follow it,” $- 3 idly 
after —_ F , may” be well meant Mer of 'World 

Prudence, ill and aw he in the orderirg. hel 

Afairs, ' or in the Cond ' the World: bur the 


common Acceptation of this word tiſed among the 

Greeks, and in this Epiſtle, relates to t Din - 
and -of Subtiley a 

Lnown:by the Names 'of Sotifs"agd Pie. phe 

By Mighty arerto be underftood-the _ of wor 

and Authori y Bids and" Magiſtrat Nb, 


are' meant Pghns, vr and great 

the Importance of ext is chis, * You Chetiatn 

© of Corinth, ſee'that ar among You, who hav imbraced | 

« the Chriſtian Religion, there-ate not many Come 

« few there might be) either Philoſophers, 

4 ftrates, or Men of Noble' Extration : but on 

*- contrary, u ſee that -your Aſſemblies are made 
of that'are weak and 'defpiſed, that ate 

© of no Account or Efteer! in the World. © And of 2 

this the Apoſtle is fo little aſhamed, and fo little dil- | 

poſed to deny, hide or extenuate it, that he enlarges 

upon'it in a variety of ſev ral yery full 

pot meg: "rec only and week, beſe and a | 

rhings that are not ;, as low 2 Figure as Lan- | 

goof; and draws from'it two very im- 

rb in God's 


by real gh a 
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In i peaking to theſe words I ſhall conſider, , 


I, What 


5 


-.T. What reaſoa there was for ſuch RefleRioas in the 
days of "the Apoſtles, and how came it chat their 
Converts were, not of 'the upper, but of the 
lower Ranks of Men ? | 

IE. What.reaſon there-may be for the like RefleQi- 

..._ ons inthe preſeat Age? 

III: Whether this is a juſt Prejudice againſt the 
Chriſtian Religion or not ? 

IV. That all this belongs only to the greater part, 

'_ the many; and that it is not univerſally, tho it be 
generally true. And, - 

V. Whatare the proper: Inferences to be drawn 
from all this? | 


: To the firſt ; 
It is very true that the firſt Converts to Chriſtiani- 
ty, were tor the moſt part weak and mean Men: 
The Arguments which did thenenforce this Religion, 


were ſuch, that the loweſt Capacity could judg of 


them. Miracles were wrought in the fight of great 
Mulcitudes, and that in fignal Inſtances, of wonder- 
ful Cures done with a Word, of raifing ſome. from 
the Dead, and poor, the Language of every Coun- 
try into which thoſe Preachers came, and that with- 
out any previous Preparation, or time loſt in acqui- 
ring it. Theſe were- things that bare Obſervation, 
bare Seeing or Hearing, could diſcover to any, thar 


would look into them: they required no Streagth 


of Apprebenſion, nor Niceneſs of Judging. Men 
of a higher Form are naturally more apt to deſpiſe 
all ſuch rhings, and to ſhut them out by forming a 
previous Disbelicf of AE and ſetting that up asa 

| Bac 
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Bar againſt all Conviction; which Men of a more 
moderate fize are more willing to ask'after, and en- 
quire into :- So 'that for the great Argument then 
given in behalf of our Religion, every Man was ca- 
pable of ſeeing it's Truth : and when theſe mighty 
Works confirmed ſuch a Narrative concerning the 
Death and the ReſurreQion of Chriſt, together with 
ſuch a holy Rule of Life and of:Morats; every hogeſt 


Man was capable of judging, at leaft for himſelf, that 


ſuch a Recital with ſuch a Scheme of Divine Morals 
fo well atteſted, could come from none but the great 
and good God. It was alſoſutablero the miraculous 
Vouchers. that accompanied this DoQrine, that the 
firſt Bodies of Men who were converted to it, ſhould 
conſiſt chiefly of ſuch Perſons, that no Suſpicion 
could be againit them, as if they by the Strength 
of their Parts and Skill, by the Credit they were in, 
or the Authority that they had, might have procured 
tothis DoQrine any part of 'the Reception thar it met 


within the World. Had cither the Tricks of Diſpute, 


the Charms of Eloquence, or the Dexterity of Con- 
du& appeared among the firſt Planters of this Faith ; 
had they- been fortified with Power, or ſupported by 
Dependencies, then the Progreſs of it might have been 
accounted for :. but when Numbers both of Jews and 
Gentiles, and thoſe Greeks as well as Barbarians, that 
is, Learned and Unlearned, forſook the Religions in 
which they had been bred, and to which they were 
tied by all the Prejudices that could poſlibly lock them 
up faſt in the way in which they had been brought up; 
and when they not only embraced it: upon the Credit 
of what they faw and heard, ' and reformed their 
Lives according to it, but ſtood to it in ſpite of = 

- the 
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the ill Uſage and Perfecution that it brought npon 
them, ſo that many'of them died for it, and all ſuf- 
fered more or leſs by reaſort of ir, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that this was a very extraordinary and an ug- 
accountable thing. The vaſt Increaſe and Propaga- 


tion of this Religion 'under all thoſe Diſtdvanteges, - 


and with no viſible- haman Help at all, was fo afto- 
njiſhing, that as all che firft Apologiſts for Chriſtiani. 


ty appealed often to it, as to one of the moſt ſenſible 


Arguments, fo it had been capable of an Arſwer that 
had- taken off much from its Strength, if ir could 
have been ſaid that che Progreſs jt made, was-in 
ſome degree owing to the Abilities or Intereſts of 
* thoſe who firſt erribraced ir. Therefore as che Argu- 
ments upon which «#s Credit at firſt was buile, were 
fach that the meaneſt Capacities were capable of 
paſſing a Judgment upon them ; ſo their being with- 
out- all * human Supports was an evident Indica- 
tion of the Divine ones that attended nport rien. 
And thus the firſt Branch of this Prejudice is ſafi- 
ciently accounted for. | 


- *F-go now tothe ſecond — examine what 
Reaſons there may'be for the like Refleftions' in' the 
preſent Age. Alas, it is but too viſible! that thonow 
- Whole Nations are become Chriftians by the lump, 

. yet there are few, very few real Chriſtizns tobe fornd 
among all thoſe Aſſemblies that are crowded foll with 


thoſe who carry that worthy Name. There are few 


the Tenor and Thread of whoſe Lives ſpeaks'them to 
be Men that deny Ungodlinefs and Worldly ' Lifts, 
and that live godly, righteouſly and ſoberly, like Pil- 
grims on Earth, having their Hearts and AﬀeRtions in 

B 2 Heaven ; 
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; Heaven ;. that are pure and holy; meek--and lowly 


in Heart in imitation/ of their great Maſter, whom 
the far greater part of thoſe who are called Chriſtians, 
diſhonour with their Lives while they offer up to him 
the outward Shews and Pageants of Honour and. Wor- 
ſhip. Among thoſe few (few they are God knows) 
there are not many who have great Advantages in this 
World, either with reſpeQ to their Talents, or to 
their Fortuaes.. _ | 
Thoſe who have a greater compaſs of Knowledg, 
more flame of 'Thought, and. elevation: of Mind, . ei- 
ther turn and -imploy. it wholly, to baſe and mean Pur- 
poſes, to the cloſe Contrivances of Diſſimulation and. 
Falſhood, or to a looſe and libertine Gaity ;. valuing 


themſelves upon ſome ſparkling Thoughts, which are 


directed to the b. yrs; or laughing at the moſt 
ſerious and ſacred Matters ; which by a profane Mi- 
mickry they repreſent as ridiculous, both to: them- 
ſelves and. others. Theſe are the tgo common. Cor- 
ruptions that hang about many of thoſe who yet ſeem 
to be born with ſomewhat that is ſublime in them : 
Men of a greater Depth in Study, as well as of more 
Gravity 0 Temper, feeling that their Thoughts havg, 
a. higher Flight,” and a. greater Extent than. others 
about them are perhaps capable of,. do ſwell often yp» 
on that, and grow to value themſelyes as much beyond 
what they deſerve, as they undervalue. others below 
what'is due to them :. Theſe, if ſullen and ill-bred, 
ſhew their Pride in Scorn and inſolent Behaviour ; or 
if, by. a due Commerce with the World; their Deport. 
ment: is-more decent, yet inwardly they are full. of- an 
Admiration of. themſelves, and.of a- Contempt of all 
ather. Perſons :. they. are. apt to be ſingular in. their 

| x Thovghts,, 
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Thoughts, and fond of their own Notions; they love 
Novelties, and delight to ſee whole Bodies of Mea 
called by their Name : they form to themſelves Pre- 


judices againſt the believing any thing upon the Te- 
| rene of others; eſpecially if the ders ropoſed 


to them are-of a pitch above their Apprehenſions. 
Men of Knowledg and Parts are ſubje& to one or more 
of theſe ill Qualities, which do ſo much virtiate theio 
Underſtandings, and corrupttheir Natures, that they 


cannot come under a Diſcipline, whoſe firſt Elements 


are Humility, Modeſty, a due Diſtruſt of one's ſelf, 
and a charitable Eſteem- of other Men: they. have 
not treatable Underftandings, that can diligently ob- 
ſerve and lay things ſlowly and attentively together ; 
they neither examine the firſt Principles, nor the Con- 
neftionsof things : Sothat their Hearts and Heads are 
not capable of that ply of Mind, which is a neceſſary 
Preparation-to the being a-true Chriſtian. 

ks for the Mighty. Men, it they are of a lower 
Form, their Thoughts turn much to Avarice and: 
Corruption, to Partiality and Injuſtice, and to Vio- 
lence and Rage; if they are at the top- of Human 
Nature, in high Power and Authority, they are apt 
to. extend that, either to an undue Domination over- 
thoſe who are ſubje& to them, or to an unjuſt En- 
largement of Empire. Unlawful Wars and Cong 
look great, and ſound big: if they are ſucceſsful in 
them, and flattered for them, they are enchanted.-with 


a-falſe Opinion of their own Glory, ſo that neither the: 
Blood that is ſhed, nor the Miferies that are occaſioned- 


by them, are able to diſturb that Imaginary. Happt- 


neſs, with which they ſeem to. be-at-preſent {þ much - 
delighted... Mea thus turned and fo vitiated are not 
capable: 


\ 
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capable to apprehend themſelves to be ander the Ob- 
ligations to Juſtice and Compaſſion, to Truth and 
Fidelity, to Moderation of their Defires, and to the 
reſtoring what they have injuſtly taken, or do as un- 
juſtly derain from ocher Men. If a Zeal for ſome of 
the Taterefts or Paſſions of a Party in Religion; if 
Coſt and Magathcence, Solemnity and Crucky in the 
Cauſe of a'Church, will buy off greater Obligations, 
or pay for the moſt Criminal Violations of all that 


' 5juſt and ſacred among Men, then they will perhaps 


purchaſe a Name at that rate, as well as pay thoſe 
who. flatter 'them on that account.. It is then very 
true, that the Men of Power and Authority are un- 


_ der fucha Biaſs and fo many Temptations, that it is 


_ 


ſcarce to be hoped for, that »:axy of them ſhall come 
within this high and holy Cong, | 

As for the Noble; the Men of Extraftion and De- 
ſcent, of high Blood and antient Families, they are 
ofren ſo much mollified and broken by a foft and care- 
leſs Education, they arc {o enervated by KLuxury, and 
ſo diſſolved into Idleneſs and 'Volupruouſneſs, that 
they are as little capable of coming under this, Yoke, 
as either-of the former were found ro be. The Abun» 
danceiro which they were born, and ia which they - 
have*always lived, ſeems to {et them beyond the Ne- 
cefficy of imploying their Thoughts and Time in wor- 
thy or ufeful Studies and Exercites: They are ſteeped 
in. Lazinels, and over-run with fierce and: craving 
Appetites. Pleaſure {ways and turns them, it conſames 
their Time, and exhauſts both Bodies and Minds: a 
Reftrainr of Excets and' Riot, and a Limitation of 
Appetite, are Doctrines they canaot ſubmit to; bur 
think cheir Liberties ought to be as MN a * as 
YES their 
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their Deſires are, The ill Examptc they ſee, and rhe 
bad Company they keep, meet little Reſiſtance from 
them, and JFfoon conquer Minds fo little diſciplined 


or culrivated. 

And thus it is not to be denied, but that the Oppo- 
fition which-the Chriſtian - Dotrine gives to rhoſe 
Corruptions, tat do but roo eafily beſer rhe Wiſe, the 
Mighty, and the Noble, makes that few of them can 
conquer themſelves, and break thr6 thoſe ill Habits 
and Diſfoſitions of Mind, that doas it were belong to 
their Condition and Circumſtances ; and by ſodoin 
become true Chriſtians, Common Obſervation is 
full of this, that I will not go about to prove it: T 
wiſh I were miſtaken, and our in my account : The 
thing is but too viſible and crying ; and the Corrup- 
tions are too publick and ſcandalous : Men glory too 
much in them, to be either aſhamed 'of them, or 
willing to forſake them. While on the other hand, 
the few Men of Vertue and Probity, of Morality 
and true Piety, are for the moſt part Men of a lower 


ſize, whoſe honeſt Tempers and good Nature, do- 


more than ballance thoſe ſeeming DefefAs in Vivacit 
and Knowledg ; hy are Men of a middle ſize, net- 
ther contemptible -for their Folly, nor of a ſublime 
Exaltation ; Men of moderate Fortunes as wt as 
Deſires; who are neither deprefſed with Poverty, 
nor. exalted with Wealth, are generally the moſt ca- 
ble of Juſtice and Honeſty, of Induſtry and a chear- 
F Contentedneſs with their Condition ; and thoſe 
who are neither high nor low, neither blown up nor 


" funk with their Fortunes, are generally the beſt fit- 


ted for the Precepts of Religion. As for thoſe who 
are placed in the Extreams of Fortune ; certainly 


tho: 
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tho the loweſt have their Temptations as well as the 
greateſt, yet of the two, they ar&hy their Condition 
much more diſpoſed to Religion, theyf are leſs dif- 
pated and more alone, they have more occaſion both 
to fear bad Accidents, and to be devout under 
them ; and the mean Condition to which they ſeem 
to be doomed in this Life, may very naturally diſpoſe 
them to try to have it better'd in another World. $0 
far I have gone on the ſecond Head. | 


The third is, Whether this is a juſt Prejudice a- 

inſt the Chriſtian Religion or not ? At firſt view ic 
ooks as if the Truth of our Faith appeared very 
doubtfully, and could not bear a ſtrift Enquiry, that 
how ſoever weaker Minds might-be overcome, yet it 
could not ſtand the Teſt before Men of more ſearch- 
ing Underſtandings. It looks alſo ill that it ſeems 


incompatible with Authority and Dignity, as if it were 


a mean and diſpiriting Doctrine, ſuted-only to Men 
of abje&t Minds and broken Fortunes, and a proper 
Theory for the Unfortunate to take SanCtuary in, It 
is true, we have already conſidered and agreed this 
matter, that there is ſomewhat in moſt of the Wiſe, 
the Mighty, and the Noble, which bars out this 


Diſgipline, they are not fitted to it, nor it to them. 


But after all, if this Indiſpoſition ariſes not from any 
Oppoſition between Religion and their Faculties, or 
Circumſtances, but only from the ContradiQion it 
gives to ſome bad and vicious Qua'ities that are in 
the Perſons here deſcribed, then it can furniſh us 
with no juſt or well-grounded Prejudices againſt the 


Chriſtian Faith. 


That 
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That» Humility #nd Modeſty , -a due diſtruſt of 


our ſelves, and regard to others, that Application 
and Induſtry, are neceflary Diſpoſitions to the per- 
fefting our Faculties, is that which few can deny, 
What is true Breeding, among the civilized , but 
the putting 'on the appearances of Modeſty and Hu- 
mility 2? And if the appearances of theſe things are 
ſo Beantiful, and that Youth is formed in them with 
ſo much Care, how much more valuable muſt theſe 
things be? When they are the genuine and natural 
growth of our Minds; When they are not only 
counterfeit and mimickry, but the produtt of Hearts 
duly ſeaſoned and well principled. How rough 
and boiſterous a thing is Pride and a haughtineſs 
of Temper and Behaviour ? How unkind and un- 
neighbourly a thing is the contempt of other Peo- 
ples Underſtandings ? And how unſeemly and bry- 
tal is it for a Man to Didate and to be Imperious? 
It is a fign of a trifling Mind to affe& ro Doubt, 
when all the juſt Reaſons of Doubting are ſuffi- 


.ciently cleared. And nothing ſhews a Man to be 


more a ſtranger to himſelf, and to the natural De- 
fefts of his Faculties, than to —_—_— that all things 
may fall well within the compaſs of his Thoughts : 
Nor is there any thivg more contrary to the true 
Methods of arriving at Knowledge, than for Men 
to form Difbculnes, 


and to heighten theſe with Similes that tend toren- 
der them ridiculons, and then to ſeaſon al} with 
Laughter and Scorn: and to take no further Care 
of being better informed abont them. That theſe 
are and Diſorders, even in a wiſe Man, 
common Obſervation wr juſtifie, But if 8 qo 
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will ſtudy to free himſelf from them, and take ſome 
Pains to adjuſt the Balance, that 1s to bring his 
Underſtanding to a due fixedneſs and attention, 'to 


[conſider well, and to pronounce ſlowly : And'to 


have the-Scales made equa], that is to have no Biafs 
in him, or Weight from bad Inclinations in the 


| Scale. oppoſite to Religion, then let him conſider 
the Matter as if he were 1 a Jury, for his own 


Life or Death turns apon the Verdict, and then let 
him give Sentence : Before ſuch a Judgment, fo 
well poiſed and ſo duly made, there 1s no reaſon 
to fear the Cauſe of the Chriſtian Religion, 

If the mighty are prejudiced againſt Religion, it 
1s by reaſon of thoſe 1] qualities that commonly 
creep upon the Men of Power. Jaltice and Equity 
do very often lie in the way of a preſent Intereſt, 
Impartial Proceedings require Impartial Minds. 
The thoughts of a Judgment to come, muſt be ve- 
ry unacceptable to him that perverts Judgment and 
Juſtice. He who1s not content with what he hath, 
cannot be eafſie while he ſecs that his Neighbour 
has more than himſelf : Or that .he has that which 
would very much accommodate himſelf, and which 
he might come at, if it were not for ſuch an in- 
portunate Rule as is that of doing as one would be 
done by. He who has been ſucceſstul in his [njuſtice 
and Violence, cannot eaſily receive a Doctrine which 
brings him under indiſpenſable ogprons of re- 
ſtoring all that he has unjuſtly acquired. The Hor- 
rors of Guilt, the Tears of the Oppreſled, and the 
cry of Blood that purſues them, would ariſe too 
faſt, and be heard too ſenſibly by them, if they ad- 


mitted ſuch a ſecret Monitor as true Religion would 
prove 
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prove to them. ,, When Felix heard the Doftrines 
of Temperance, Juſtice, and a Judgment to tome, he 
trembled indeed, but yer he ſent away the Preacher, 
putting him off to a more convenient time. And 
whereas no Man is in danger to be much corrupted 
by the Flatteries of others, till he has accuſtomed 
himſelf to ſuch kind Thoughts of his own ſuppoſed 
Warth, that he eafily believes that all others are as 
favourable to him as he himſelt is, the ſevere Re- 
flections that will ariſe out of this Holy Do&rine 
will ſoon take off the Viſar, and make him ſee him- 
ſelf in his own Deformity, and that perhaps in the 
moſt odious appearances, In a word, unleſs this 

Man of Power and Dominion , can free his Mind 

from the falſe Notions he has of his own Glory and 

Authority, he cannot receive the Chriſtian Religion, 

but with, great averſion, ſince his Nature and his 

Habits are {o totally oppoſite to its chief Tendency 

and Deſign. Yet this ariſes not from any Contra- 

diction that 1t has tothe true Ends of Power and 

Government, as if theſe were incompatible , but 

from thoſe ill qualities which do ſo generally vi- 
tiate the Taſte, and corrupt the Tempers of the 
great and mighty Men. 

As for the Noble, if the Humility enjoined in the 
Goſpel obliged them to meanneſles, unbecoming 
their Rank, or if that Awe and Fear which ariſes 
out of Religious Principles, did fink Mens Spirits, 
or depreſs their Courage, here were a very colou- 
rable Pretence: But when this Humility confifts 
chiefly in a modeſty of Temper, and a readineſs to 
do good Offices, even to the meaneſt 3 what harm 
can this do to the Men of the greateſt Advantages 
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for Birth and Rank? In the performing theſe Of 
fices, there is a natural Decency and Snitableneſs, 
agreeable tothe Order that muſt be maintained in 


the World... Perſohs of the higheſt Form, when - 


they hear the juſt Complaints of the miſerable, and 
the oppreſfled, with Patience. and Pity , and take 
care that they be relieved, do the Humilities of theit 
Rank as much as thoſe of a lower Order, that viſit 
the Sick, or ſerve Hoſpitals and Priſons. And fince 
the Fear with which Chriſtianity infpires, does ot1- 
ly work on the Guilty, it is their Guilt, and not our 
Do&rine , which gives the difquitet. Bat, on the 
other hand, nothing gives {ith an exalred Courage, 
and fo true a contempt of Death, as the proſpe&t 
of another $ate, with the juſt aſſurances of the Fa- 
your of God, and of endleſs Happineſs. Nor does 
any thing make a Man ſo firth againſt Accidents 
and Misfortunes, as the Belief of Provide&tices and 
nothing raiſes a Man to 4 truer Generofity, and a 
greater noblenefs of Mind , than the contempt of 
Wealth, and that extent of Charity which our Re- 
ligion enjoyns. But if the Noble of this World get 
into the Habirs of Voluptuoufiteſs attd Senfuality, 
if they think it becomes their Dignity to give a looſe 
range to Appetite, and to be as Ptiblick and Emi- 
nent for their Itregularities, as they are by the Rank 
they hold, if they carmot ſubmit to the drudgery 
of InſtruQtion, and Knowledge, nor ro fuch Imploy- 
ments #s are ttuly Manly and Uſeful to the Ape, if 
they think that Larzineſs and-Luxury, Stoth afd 
Idlenefs belotig to theth as Appendages of their 
Birth 43 if becanſe they need be at no Pains to help 
to ſupport theraſelves, they think they owe rrothing 
to 
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to Humane Nature , or to their Country, and if 
the little Submiſſions to which they are accuſtomed 
within Doors, make them Inſolent and Inſufferable 


to all abroad, then it is from thoſe vicious Habits 


that their diſlike of our Religion does ariſe. Ir 1s 
from the undiſciplined wildne of their own Na- 
tures, and the negleted Methods of their Educati- 
on that this flows. Herod heatd John gladly, bur 
could not part with Herodias + And foinewhat like 
this, made that Agrippe went no farther than to be 
almoſt a Chriſtian. 

So now, -1 hope, it is abundantly clear, . That the 
too common oppolicion that is between the Wi3/e, 
the Mighty, and the Noble, nnd the Precepts and 
Rules of the Chriſtian Religion , ariſes not from 
any thing that is juſtly exceprionable in it, but from 
a great many qualitres and diſpoſitions that hang 
about thoſe Orders and Ranks of Men, which 
make --that they cannot bear a Yoke that is fo 
bard to them: They can neither refolve onchanging 
thoſe Diſpoſitions, nor of ſuffering a ſet of Thoughts 
to break in upon ther, that will make them un-' 
eafie in them, and give them much rrouble for them : 
And if it is Viſible, as I hope it 1s, that all thoſe 
habits are in their nature and effects, burtful both 
ro thoſe who are over-ruts with them, and. to the 
reſt of ——_ then _ this wa tar from being 
2. juſt prejudice afaint rhe Chriltian Religron, that 
X aol of —_ ro tecOMmend It the __ Since 
thoſe who are the moſt averſe to ir, are fo, only 
by reaſon of the ptevalenicy of fome vety bad Ha- 
bits and Cuſtoms 3 which the Intereſt of the whole 
World does require, that Men fhould be ou_ = 
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freed trom. And this appears more .evident by 
contfidering the fourth Particular, which is, 


4. That all this belengs only to the greater 
part the mary, but that it is not conſtantly nor 
Univerſally true. We have ſeen what a Powerful 
Biaſs the-Orders of Men ſpecified in the Text are 
under, as to the Chriſtian Religion : But we are 
now to conſider the Abatements that are to be made 
in this Point. In Fat we find a Nicodermns and a 
Joſeph of Arimathea among the firſt who acknow- 
ledged our Saviour z tho' they were both of the 
Sanhedrin the chief Judicature, and indeed the Head 
of the Jewiſh State. We ſee Gamaliel was not far from 
it, belides ſeveral Rxlers of Synagegnes, who were 
always Men of diſtinction in the Neighbourhood ; 
we find alſo one of the Judges of Areopagus, the 
moſt Celebrated Court in Greece, and one of the 
Roman Deputies, among the firſt Converts tc onr 
Faith. St. Paul himſelt was a Maſter of the Jewiſh 
Learning, and acquainted with the Greek Philoſo- 
phers and Poets. We find ſome of Domitiar's Kin- 
dred were not only Chriſtians but Martyrs: Many 
of the Philoſophers and the moſt admired Orators 
of Greece, came afterwards to receive and defend 
this Faith : And now in a courſe of a great many 
Ages,” Men in all reſpects, eminent both for Senſe 
and Learning, Wit and Eloquence, have not only 
made outward Profeſſion of this Dodrine, bat have 
ſtrenonſly defended it, and which is yet more, have 
conformed their own Lives to it, 
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If we'will judge a little of this Matter by the Bulk, 
we muſt confe(s, that where the Light of this Gol- 
pel ſhines, even in colder Climates, leſs produttive 
of Men of Genius, yet there is a more general 


Knowledge ſpread among, Nations that were dull 


and barbarous, while under the Power of other 
Religions, than is" to be found in Provinces of a 
much vaſter extent, that live in a purer Air, a hap- 
pier. Soil, and under a kinder aſpect of the Heavens. 
I need not obſerve, what a Darknels is ſpread over 
all the Pagan Nations, how. inoſt of them are ſunk 
even below - Humane, Nature , and how little- the 
Mahometans riſe above them ; bating their Freedom 
from Idolatry. . Greece and Rome, the two moſt re- 
fined Scenes of Paganiſm, had Notions of their 
Gods and Religion, which the wiſer Men among 
themſelves could hardly endure , and which they 
have ſufficiently expoſed, The good Laws, under 
which all . States are brought which acknowledge 
this Dofrine in its purity, produce an unſpeakable 
Change on the outward face and appearances of 
things: which tho' it does not reform Men inward- 
ly, yet it proves a great Bleſſing to humane Socicty, 
and the cultivation. of all Arts and, Sciences, that 
accompanies this happy Light, ſhews, that. it awakens 
Mens Faculties, excites their Thoughts, and quickens 
their Induſtry. All other Religions feed ſo much 
Superſtition, that it tends to Barbarity : and tho' 
under ſome ;happy, Reigns and great Princes we. 
find good. Senſe and true. Knowledge ſomerimes in 
the Aſcendant :. Yet this went ſoon off, it is not 
the natural growth of ſuch a Religion, and cannot 
thrive long in that. Soil, 
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Thus upon the whole Matter, this our Dottrine 
is Light, and t laminates Mankind in groſs: And 
ſome even of the ſublimeſt Minds, that Ages and 
Nations have produced, the Men of the livelieſt 
Thoughts, traeſt Judgments, and moſt piercing Un- 
deritandings, that have gone the deepeſt into Know- 
ledge, and have ſeen the furtheſt into Humane Na- 
ture, have not only undertaken and managed the 
Cauſe of Religion with great Advantages, but have 
recommended it more by their own unblemiſhed 
and exemplary Lives, than can poſhbly be done 
by the moſt laboured Wrirings, and the moſt mo- 
ving Perſuaſions. They have exprefied a genmne 
Humility, an unaffefted contempt of the Pleaſures 
and Intereſts of this Life : They have been pure 
without ſpot, grave and ſober, yet neither ſullen 
nor il}-natured ; They have been ſerious without Me- 
lancholy,and devout withoutSuperſtition : And have 
ſhewed that Wir could be lively without being Impi- 
ouns,and that one may be cheerful without being Pro- 
phane or Scurrilous. Now I wonld gladly know, whi- 
ther any ſuch whom you may have known,and [ hope 
you may have known many of them , have not been 
more Beneficial to Mankind, have not been greater 
Bleſlings in their Families and Neigh , and 
if their Knowledge ſet off with their Modeſty and 
Humility, has not looked fall as well aboor them, 
as the higheſt Pretenders to Wit and unſanQified 
Vivacity. The Prefamption of the latter, takes off 
from the true Value that does perhaps belong to 
them: Whereas the former have nothmg that is 
troubleſome and offenſive, with all that is uſeful 
in Knowledge : They can feel that they know more 
than others, without either deſpifing them es 
0 
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offering to impoſe -upon them ; they can be ſupe- 
nor to others, without Iaſolence, and . Conquer 
without Scorn. In ſuch Perſons, knowledge ' does 
both ſhine and triumph, and 1s equally afeful and 
amiable. None axe hurt but ſuch Mens Wit, and 
many are the better by. their means. The temper 
that Religion taſpires them - with does really ex- 


—— 


alt their Capacities, it fixes their attention, and, 


compoſes therr Minds : and as the Revelation of 
this Dodrine has brought a great deal to Light , 
which the World = never have thought on 
without it, ſo the excellent diſpoſition under which 
icn.are brought by it, puts them in a good way, 
to improve thoſe Seeds,” and to increaſe them, 
But as ſore, of the diſputers of this World, the Wiſe 
and the Learned, have been great Ornaments to 
this Religion, as well as they have been much a- 
dorned by it, fo ſome Men of Power and Autho- 
rity have come under the ſtandarts of the Croſſe: 
they have owned their Power to. be derived from 
him who is King of Kings and w_ Lords. They 
have not only raken on the Profeſſion of this Faith, 
but have eſtabliſhed and conformed it by Laws: they 
have imployed their Power to prote& and encourage 
Virtue and Juſtice: they have ſtudyed the common 
' goods of Societies and the true Intereſt Mankind, 
Some Princes and Magiſtrates, I am ſorry that [ 
muſt only fay ſome, but ſore they. have been. whoſe 
Exemplary lves have been Patterns to one great part 


of mankind, and Reproachestothereſt, They have. 


been raiſed above the World, only to ler others ſee, 
to what a height of vertue,and to what an exadneſs 
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of Deportment, to what a nobleneſs of Temper, and 
purity of Morals humane Nature may be exalted;and 
remain untainted under all the ſmiles of Fortune,and 
the flateries of the obſequious, Some have reckon'd it 
the end of their Power, to promote Juſtice, to re- 
preſs Rapine, to encourage Vertue, and put Vice 
out "of countenance, and to purſie the common 
Good of the whole Society, as well asthe particu- 
lar happineſs of every deſerving Perſon in it : and 
have reckoned no part of their time better imployed, 
and more to their own content, than that which 
has been applyed to confider the miſeries, and to 
procure the happineſs of their People. They have 
calily admitted and paticntly heard the groans of the 
helpleſs and opprefled, and have thought it no inter- 
ruption nor diſturbance oftheir own happy tranqui- 
lity, toenter intoand feel the ſufferings of others,with 
a tenderneſs that becomes thoſe who are called, and 
ought to be the Fathers and Guardians of their peo- 
ple. When ſuch bleſſings happen toany Age, how 
ſenſibly doall Men feel it ? T his ſoftens the afliti- 
ons of the Unfortunate, which grow the lighter 
to them, if they who are ſo far exalted above them 
ſeem toafford them but one tender look or thought. 
It gives a reſerve of hope for the Proſperous,who ap- 
prehend the Calamities that may happen to them, 
with a leſs dreadful proſpe& when they can pro- 
miſe themſelves ſupplies'in Reverſion to their pre- 
ſent abundance. ' Now let every Man conſider and 
pronounce, whither Men ſo made, do not become 
their power better, and if their power is not an In- 
ftrument of much realter bleſſings to mankind, 
more benigne and beneficial than all that glitter, all 
the ſhews of Glory and affeQations of Greatneſs, 
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in the Men of Dominion, the mighty Potentates 
and Conquerours , thoſe plagues of - Heaven and 
ſcourges of the Earth. - 

And as for the 3d and laſt rank, of the Noble, it 
cannot be denied neither, but how general foever 
the corruption of that ſort of Men has been ſpread, 

et that fs ami of exceptions. Some of high 

irth have delighted to diſtinguiſh themſelves, by 
their Generolity and Bounty, by their Sobriety and 
Temperance, by their Afﬀability and ſweetneſs of 
Temper. Some have paſſed their lives in Courts 
and Camps , how little foever theſe may ſeem 
Schools of Vertue,ſfo exaQtly, that neither the cenſures 
ofthe envious, nor the Calumnies of the malicious, 
which are the more naturat grouth of thoſe places, 
could fix on them, or lefſen them, Some have mixed 
their Piety with their Courage, fo equally, That it 
was plain both were fed from the ſameroot. They 
have expoſed themſelves to every danger from the 
Enemites,but have born indignities rather,than deride 
their private differences in that Inhumane and Un- 
chriſtian way, that the corruption of theſe latter 
Ages has introduced, with a fort of uncontroulled 
Authority among the men of the Sword. Sueh a- 
mong the Noble muſt needs appear with a very par- 
ticular Luſtre, having in them all that is valuable 


among the men of their ſort, without any of the | 


abatements or diminutions that do too commonly 
appear among them : Does not their Sobriety and 


moderation, their temperance of Mind as well as of 


Diet, the firmneſs of rheir Courage, with the modeſty 
of their Deportment, their Intrepidity 1n danger, 
together with their pious Meditations, both before 
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and after. it, look greater and nobler; .has it not_ an 
Ar in it, that | ariſes above humane nature, and 
ſtrickes more than all the falſe Vanities, and theiproud 
boaſtings of- pretending Hero's ? 

I wil dwell no longer on this Tlead, I hope it 
1s undeniable that inſtances have -happened, both 
among the Wiſe, the Mighty and Noble, of men that 
have been ſtri&t and.eminent Chriſtians, and there- 
fore this prejudice is the leſs juſt, becauſe not uni. 
verſally true : and fince thoſe few among theſe or- 
ders of Men, have. been fo much ſuperiqur in their 
true value, and-in their uſefulneſs to mankind, to 
all the reſt of their ſort, there 1s.therefore no ſtrength 
nor force in this prejudice againlt our Religion, that 
1s founded on this ground, becauſe the greater num- 
bers of the Wiſe the Mighty and the Noble- are ' not 
true and ſincere Chriſtians: fince that ariſes only 
from the purity of this Religion,_ and the impurity 
of their Tempers.. and Morals: ſo. that, upon the- 
whole matter, this becomes rather an argument” to 
recommend our - Religion, (ince thoſe who ſtand 
out , againſt it, do it by reaſon of the diforders 
they fall under, in which if they could continue 
ſecure in ours, as, well as they may in other 
corrupt Religions, they would probably like it as 
well as any other : So that we may juſtly conc]ude 
that how true ſoever the poſition in theTextmay 
{ti}] continue to be, yet it furniſhes the world with 
no juſt prejudice againſt this Religion. It remains 
now in the laſt place that I conſider. | 

5/y, What are the proper Inferencesto be drawn from 
all, this, and 1/8. Itis plain how little vine we'ought 
to {et on all thoſe diſturions that look ſobig Tn the 
| eyes 


one hang they put men in'a-capacity of doing good 
and-great fervices to mankind,,. on. the. other hand 
they bring them under temptations that for moſt 
part prove too hard for humane frailty. So that 
they bave-a double'account to make, both of the 
good that they -might have done,” but have not 
done, and the evil that they have done. 

The men of Parts and. Wit; might contribute 
to enlighten the World, to make knowledge both 
caficr and pleafanter, they might gain an Aſcendant 
by the ſuperiority of their underſtandings, to ſub- 
due+the reſt to'their Reafons * They might by _ the 
authority of their aapmrmman and the exaQtnels of 
their condudt, . make the World fee; in the. moſt 


ſenſible manner, the beauty and-excellence of Wiſ- 


dom and Vertue : all this they might do, but if in- 
ſtead of this, thejyſþen the moſt Serious t into, 
Burleſque, and profane the moſt: Sacred, if they: 
ſet themſelves to face down Vettue, and to- laugh 
away. the ſenſe of Religion; and-," furniſh little 
dablers with ſome ſcraps to ſupport them in their: 
Impicties, theſe perſons tho preſſed down with a: 
. vaſt load of there own Guilt, have a-//huge accel:. 
ſion from all thoſe Crimes, that others are brought; 
to, - by. their. Influence 'and-Example- : ſo:they by: a, 
fatal fruitfulneſs they; are entitled to all that curſed; 
off-ſpring,. That is-the deſcent of thei Wit and 
humour. 

"The Meh of Authority that might. le bright Pat-, 
terns, and havea-noble lnfluence,over others, which, 
is; perhaps all that:1s valuablegn/a gre Poſt, apdrall, 
that can'well ballance that — the oghexill, 
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accidents that accompany it, will have a ſevere 
reckoning to make, if inſtead of endeavouring this, 
they have 'not only been paſſive and indifferent, 
'but have really perverted Juſtice, and authorized 
Crimes : if they have look*d on as unconcerned at 
many evils, which they might have redrefſed, and 
not content with that, have enonraged Vice, and 
promoted Wickedneſs : ftthoſe of whom the Scrip- 
tare has ſaid ye are Gods, a ſtrain that without ſuch 
an authority, had paſſed for unſufferable flattery, 
will make that, which in reſpe& to their Charatter, 
is not to be named, if they who might be the bleſ- 
fings and almoſt the Idols of mankind, become 
plagues 'and curſes, then certamly that great exalta- 
tion to which God had raiſed them here, muſt end 
terribly : they who have received their good thing; 
iz this Life, muſt look to be tormented in proporti- 
on to the ill returns they have @zade for fich ex» 
traordinary favours. 

"The Men of Birth and Blood might by the re- 
gards that the world naturally paies them, and 
the dependencies that are upon them, bring vertue 
m credit, and- put 'vice ont of countenance : they 
who make faſhions -a all other things, might go far 
in this" roo, if they would ſet aboutit ws 
earneſt - but if they go neo the Stream, they make it 
ſo much the ſtronger, and to grow the more rapid. 

run zood things down, by a ſet of bad words 
which they beſtow. upon them, they call Religion, 
Superſtition, Zeal, Bigotry, Strifkneſs of Conſcience, 
Natrowneſ-of mind 2/The jaft apprebenfions of the 
guile of fin; orthe wrath of God'goes for a poor 
neſs of- fpirt, and a wantiof courage. Such words 


©" befwre tha Quinn 


paſs upon them, and among” them without any 
{tri inquiry, and thus they run headlong 
into falſe notions, ſo that all thoſe t Characters 
of Wife, Mighty, and_Noble, that have fo Auguſt a 
found, are far: from anfwering the firſt Ideas, that we 
naturally frame in our-minds concerning them. 
.  2dly,” Men of alower form ought to be the more 
- eaſily fatisfied with that narrow Portion that has 
fallen to them, fince it delivers them from many 
temptations, which otherwiſe would probably o- 
verſet them, A Man of a moderate (iſe .as | to 
parts, tho perhaps few put themſelves into this Claſ- 
ſis, except thoſe who are: really above it, as they 
have little to anſwer for, ſo they have lutle ro en- 
counter or to fear. They may have ſenſe 
to know what is their duty, how they ought to go 
throthis Scene of: lite; and whar part they are to a&t 
in it. But they were| not born' to. diſturb the Age, 
toembroil' Kingdoms 'and to diſtract Churches: 
they are not Men - of :notions or ſpeculations, yer 
after all, if they are Men. of Probity and ' L 
Piety,and Conſcience, they may fully anſwer theends 
of their coming intothe” World, and fulfil the ob» 
ligations of that State of lifein whichthey are pur : 
Men of Middlefortunes 'who' ate and cafy; 
who know to obey, without aſpiring to: command, 
and who choſe: rather to -ufe well what they have, . 
than ravenoully to covet what they havenot, are (© 
cure from many accidents,and cxedapeed fram mariy 
temptations. - They: are as much abave Necelbty as 
below Envy : . happy is: a: Maddle-region Serene and 
+ Calmror if the Balance feem rather tolean ta thees- 
traemof want, ye they are A Co 
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received: we ought to'rejoyce an this light, to 


Quary-unthe ſecret comforts, 'which ;Religion gives: 
n-thoſe two moſt eminently, the .f6rm belict of a 
wiſe Providence, and of a future State : the never- 
failing Springs of -Joy to- thoſe who are poſleſled 
ot them. . And.'it thoſe who paſs for -the/retv(e 
and dreggs ot Mankind,” have :reafon to conclude 
thar they ace-the'.Sons'ovf God, and the Heirs of 
Glory 3; How: ealily way they bear with all the de- 
preſiions of their preſent condition, who have ſuch * 
a Bleſſednels in view- andin Reverſjon. 

> 34h, And laſtly, let us,all confider what great rea- 
ſor! v t have to ble Alnighty God for this high aud bo- 
{y.cellixg,. to _ which he -hath called us. - Let us but 
compare tbe preſent State of - the greateſt part of the 
world with our own 3 how. much preferable are 
our circumſtances-to. theirs? for all their. happier 
Cliwates, and: richer: Soils ;: and how much does the 
preſent conditiowof:;this Iflnd: exceed that of: our 
Anceſtors, either inthe iruder: times of Paganiſty, 
or- under the later corruptions of Popery? how 
ſenſible,” how vaſt is the difference in all reſpe&s-? 
-. Since then we are; called to ſo holy a Religion, 
and enjoy/3t inats{true' purity, . with advantages 
both 4piritual' and» temporal, beyond any; Church = 
or: Nation -now:under. Heaven; and ' far beyond 
what we had in former. agesz we have jnſt reaſon 
to Glory.in the Lordy to value our: ſelves upon the 
favours: we” have; received,” and! the priviledges 
that'we are undev: butatwe-are under ſuch pecy- 
har-diſtm&ions;' the natural inference. from this, bs, 
that we ought:to  diſtanguiſh Our 'ſelves - from all 
others, and that m-proportion to what we: haye 


walk 
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walk in it, and to walk worthy of it, and to be- 
come in every reſpe& both the wiſer and the bet- 
ter for it. 
But+if we have reaſon to glory in the*Lord, God 
knows how little reafon we have, according to 
St.Payl's other inference, to g/ory in bis Gobi, that 
is to glory or boaſt of our ſelves, This is but too * 
evident, and needs not be proved 3; the enumera- 
* tfon of particulars would be too fad and tov long ; 
all is to be fammed up in theſe words, - that 
L ight is come among #«,but that we love darkpeſs bet= 
ter that Lightsdemayſ our Deeds are Evil. 
May the great God fo touch our hearts with . a 
fenſe of all his bleſſings to ns, and above all of [his 
unfpeakable Love in ſending his. Son to die for 
us, that we may bring forth traits worthy of them, 
ro the glory of his. great name, and to the falva- Xo 
tion of- our ſouls 1m the day of the Lord Jefns. To " 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy G be alt: 
Honour and Glory, now, and for ever. 
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